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KARRAKATTA CEMETERY HEADSTONES 
Statement by Member for Nedlands 

MS S.E. WALKER (Nedlands) [12.58 pm]:  My 90-second statement is in praise of the staff at Karrakatta 
Cemetery for the way in which they have responded to the removal, maintenance and keeping of old headstones.  
On 30 July 2005, the editor of the Claremont Nedlands Post newspaper, Bret Christian, and I went to the 
Karrakatta Cemetery works depot because of a constituent’s claim that she had seen many headstones dumped at 
the works depot in a remote part of the cemetery.  It was distressing to see those headstones of children, as young 
as three and five years old and even 12 months old, dumped.  The headstones were allegedly unclaimed, and 
removed as part of the cemetery renewal program.  Following the Post story, I contacted the Minister for Local 
Government, who arranged for the headstones to be kept.  Most of the headstones are now retained at Karrakatta 
Cemetery.  The issue of the retention of the headstones was separate to the issue of the renewal program, which 
is something that is done globally.   

I must report that Karrakatta has responded in the most positive and generous way to the issues raised, firstly, by 
my constituent, then me, the Post and the community concerned.  The respectful dealing with the graves and the 
headstones was of major concern to the community.  I visited the cemetery offices, reviewed its website and 
noted that when a headstone is removed, the grave area is photographed, recorded and is available on the 
cemetery’s website.  This renewal only occurs when the 25-year grant of right of burial has expired.  Many of 
the headstones have fallen into disrepair, so it is a wonderful thing to now see old headstones being removed and 
replaced around the cemetery in groups on walls and walkways. 
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